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Diserimination in Rallway

Rates.
All railroad men qualified to speak on

Just,

the subject in a responsible way are |

likely to agree with President SAMUEL

SPENCER of the Soutliern Railway when |

he says: “There is no division of opinion
as to the desirability of stopping all
gecret or unjustly discriminatory devices
and practises of whatsoever character.”

Mr. SPENCER, in speaking of “unjustly
discriminatory” rates and devices, makes
a distinetion which is at once apparent
to common sense.  There may be dis-
erimination in freight rates whic h 18
just, reasonable and imperatively re-
quired by the complex commercial and
geographical conditions with which ex-
pert rate pakers have to deal. To abol-
ish such open and honest discrimination
might paralyze the industries of cities,
States and whole sections of our national
territory.

This distinction between just and un-
just discrimination is clearly recognized
in the conclusions of the International
Railway Congress, published yesterday:

“ Teriffs should Le based on commersial prio-
ciples, taking lnoto accouat the special condtions
which bear upop tie aommercial value of 1he ser-
wvices rendered. \WIth the preservation that rates
shall be charged withoui arbirary discnmination
to all phippers allke under ke conditions, the mak-
Ing of rates should re far as posaibic have all ihe

elasticity necessary 10 permit the dewelopment of

e trafe apd W produce t3a great~st resul's W
the public and 10 the ralircads taemscives.”

The present proposal is, as Mr. WALKER
D. HINBs of Louisville showed in his

remarkable testimony the other day |

before the Senate Committee at Wash-
ington, to crystallize fexible and justly
discriminatory rates into fixed Govern-
ment rates which cannot be changad
except by the intervention of some Gov-
emment tribunal, and by this very
process to increase “the temptation to
depart from tbe published rate and the
lawful rate in order to meet some over-
powering and urgent commercial con-
dition."
The Ocean Yacht Race.

Eleven yachts are to start this aften
moon in a race across the Atlantic.
The course is anything the skippers
please, and there will certainly be a
variety of opinion. Only the finish has
to be kept constanty in sight. The
burning question will be how to find
the shortest and quickest route from
Sandy Hoak lightship to tha Lizard.

Some captains will speed away to the
porthward, braving ice and fog and the
fropbound coast of Newfoundland in
their search for the shortest great circle

track. Others will point their prows |
to the east till the fiftieth meridian is |

past and then begzin to make northing.
All of them will hope to discover that

part of the Atlantic in which {resh winds |

with west in them will prevail

Some will count on winning b finessa
fn navigation. and
pnights 1> shock the silent
the equaliy silent sextant
trust in continuai dnving of their oraft,
and these will stay on deck in the night
watches to get o pull on a sheet here or
a halvard there. The “lime juicers®
who handle tiie square rizzers will keep
their weather ¢yes on bra d lifts
buntlipes and ciewiines, and will carry
yacht talk inta the vocabulary of the
Liverpocl packot

“The race s n
but to the vigilant, the activa,
Despite the wisdom of the betting fra-
ternity and utterances of old vachta-
men, it wili be a

stara with
Others will

3 an

finish iz reached
be snatch=d from the s in
the fleet by a crafty s=ki
The Activitles of Mr. Wu,
Wr Tivg-Pesa caid befors he 19ft the

Tnited States that he hoped his knowl-
edge of this country, acquirad through

much indigestion of public dinners and |

much weariness of taas. might be turned
to the advantage of the empire, He
went Back to China to take an unofficial
job as head of all the Chinese Chambers
of Commerce
really more influence on Oriental trade
than the Minister of Commerce himself.
He has picked out a &oft spot in the nation
which bored him through a thousand
dinners and five hundred teas, and landed
an effectual job.

Last month the Chinese merchants of |

New York had a communijcation from the

Minister at Washington, asking them to |
enter a general commercial association |

*for the correction of injustice in inter-
pational commercial relations. "  Its
head, the Chinese were informed, waa to
be WU TING-FANG.
empire is a command, and the association
is getting together. So are branchea in
Ban Francisco, Portland, Ore., and other
cities where there are large Chinese
colonies.

Following this the Shanghai Chamber
of Commerce—Chiness, not English—
heads a list of commercial bodies which
boycoté American goods “until the
United States concedes some relief in the
matter of exclusion.” It expects help
and cooperation from Chinese within the
United States. There is where WU's new
American associatiog gets into the gzame
The Chinese do all things by societies,
and boyeotting is @ native game which
they bhad learued to perfection 3,00 vears
before SayM PARrks flourished in Man-
hattan. The merchant of an terior
town may not know why he is ordered

o refuse Americap goods. He does |

e

these will sit up o |

In that position he has |

not have to know. What his association
Says Zoes.

Possibly Mr. Wr is working the diplo- |

|
' matic game of asking for a dollar in order
| to compromise on a dime. Intelligent
| American Chinese complain not so much
that the exclusion laws are too strict
[ as that they are too strictly applied.
. They feel, perhap: with some reason,
that when in doubt the officials of Ameri-
| can ports always decide against thie Chi-
| nese. On the Pacific Coast, through
which most Orientals enter this country,
Chinese labor is still a fetich. In order
to get himself unpopular, an official
has only to seem to be favoring China-
men.

of their appointment.

nese senge of humor, savored and sea-
{ soned with the uproaricus American
! after dinner joke, must glow when he
ponders on the peoetic justice of his
! counter-stroke. The Pacific Coast be-
. gan the agitation for exclusion,

| years against loosenipg the smalleat
| peg in the bars. Here is where China
gets back at the Pacific Coast, the one
part of the United States to which Ori-
ental trade is just now vital.

The New Polley of the British Navy.
Speaking in the House of Commons on
May 11, as Chairman of the Committee of
| Defence of the Admiralty, Mr. BALFOUR
| announced that hereafter the British
fleet and army would be concentrated at
the center of the empire, from which
they would be distributed as necessity
arose. It islang since any utterance of a
British Premier was calculated to excite
g0 much attention on the Eyropean Con-
tinent, for it was tantamoupt to a declara-
tion that no invasion of England need be
dreaded. but that British India consti-
tutes the vulnerable part of King ED-
wW4RD'S dominions.

It is manifestly a complete change of
objective that is contemplated. Hereto-
fore the fundamental aim of the Admi-
ralty apd the War Office has been to safe-
guard England. the core of the empire;
and the problem which has taxed the
ingenuity of naval and military strate-
gists has been to reconcile this primary
purpose with the precautions needed to

e e s i o

| sessions. If the principle was pro-
pounded that Britain's navy must al-
| ways be at least equal to the combined
fleets of the two next greatest naval
Powers, it was because Ministers took

in English waters, or within easy dis-

the British Channel and the North Sea
to shield England from invasion.

In pursuance of this principle, the
British navy, exclusive of reserves and
of squadrons maintained in the Indian
Ocean and in the Pacific, was until re-
cently divided into the so-called “ Home
fleet, " the “Channel fleet,” the “Maditer-
ranean fleet” and the “Atlantic fleet.”
Moreover, the Mediterranean fleet was
! tore often stationed at Gibraltar than
| at Malta. Henceforth, however, the

| protection of outlying possessions having |
| been accepted as the main object of the |
navy. the Admiralty will procesd on the | degree of exactpess, and wabbles a good |
assumption that what have heretofore |
been known as the Mediterranean. Atlan- |

tic and Home fleeta will usually ba ab-
sant in distant seas, and for immediate
servicein the North Sea and British Chan-
pel will resign itself to relying on six
| battleships and six first-class cruisers, to

| which might without much delay be
added the reserve, comprising twelve

1f we admit ths bartleships constitute

| recognize that should the new program
be carried out England might find her-
soif outmatched at § given moment in
the British Channel or North Sea by
| either Franoce or Germany, and unques-
tionably would be by a combination of
two great naval Powers.

preponderance should be avertad at all
. hazards, lest it should be immediately
| followed by a succesaful invasion of
England

Mr. BALFOUR denind that there was
any ground for the assumption. He ac-
cepted as authoritative the opinion of
Lord ROBERTS that although the number
of regular soldiers maintained in Eng-
land might be small. and the volunteers
and militia possessing some knowledge
of arms might ba relatively unorganized,
it would be impracticable to invade Eng-
land with less than 70,00 mep, and that
even for such a body the captura of
| London would be a forlorn hope. Mr.
| BALFOUR pointad out that even in the
case of France, England's nearest neigh-
bor. the transportation of 70,000 men
could pot be efccted in legs than forty-
eight hours, and would require at least
! 210,000 tons of shipping. The largest
number of togs that wero in the Channel

and Atlantic ports of France last vear |

was 100,000 tons, which would have been

inadequate to the transport of even |
What is true of France, he |
argued, is even more true of Germany, |
The fear of an |

‘. 35,000 men.
which 1s further away.
invasion of Graat Britain he dismissed,
therefore, as a bogy, and asserted that

successfully invaded since the Norman
{ Conquest.
{ It remains to be seen whether the

| British people will asapction Mr. Bal-
A request from the | '

POUR'S naval program. His oppo-
| nents will point out that if one of
| England's neighbors secretly contem-
‘, plated placing an army ox her shores,
| it would take measures to have in ita
| ports at @ given moment the volume of
| tdnnage needed for the task of tfans-
! portation. It will be recglled that Na-
| POLEON got together in Boulogne and
} adjacent harbors a flotilla | enough

to land 100,000 men in England, provided
| he could be assured of commanding the
| Channel for forty-eight hours. Now it
{ might well happen, if the new program
| I8 carried out, that a week might elapse

before the six battleships retaiped in |

, home waters could be reenforced by ves-
| gels of a like formidable ciaracter, for

the strategic center of the British Empire
{ would be Malta, and it might chance that
| the greater part of England's battleships
would be still mpre distant from home at

Even Federal officials have been |
| seen holding their ears close to the soil |

The Hon. WU TING-FANG'S quiet Chi- ]

the |
Pacific Coast haa protested for twenty |

protect Britaip's globe encircling pos- |

! for granted that they must always keep |

tance thersof, a force able to command |

criisers, twenty-four torpedo-boat de- |
siroyvers and ninety-five torpedo boats. |

the backbone of a naval force, we must |

Hitherto the |
assumption bas been that such a loss of |

the *inviclate island” had never been |

'
the time when they were imperatively

| needed. The temporary absence of most |

of them in the Indian Ocean or the Pacific

{ would leave the British people a prey to

harrowipg anxiery, if simultaneously a
| portentous concentrarion of transports

| were observed to be taking place in Ger- |

man harbors, Who knows, it would be
said, bur
cilated when he declared that
reaching London? Then again, if Ger-
many, through a great preponderance of

the British Channel for a week or more,
she might be able to land double that
number of troops in England.

The truth is that for the current boast
of England's inviolability, which Mr.
Bavrroun allowed himself to repeat, there
is no historical basis.

With the Ohto Repuhblicans.
Governor MyRoN T. HERRICK is slated

[ Democratic nominee fer Governor, by
I a comfortable plurality of 113,812, Last
yvear President ROOSEVELT carried tha
State by 255,421, Four years beiore
| McKINLEY had a plurality of 89.038. Of
| the success of the Republican ticket this
i fall there i3 no reasonable doubt. The

battleships, should be able to command |

that Lord RoBERTS miscal- |
70,000 |
picked soldiers would have no chance of |
! some of the Northern Presbyterians,

| negru be kept apart by the.Cl}urchee
| without a violation of a principle of

for repomination by thé Republi-
can State convention of Ohio. In
1903 he beat ToMm L. JoHNSON, the |

{ principal interest in the campaign will '

| hinge on the platform adopted by the
! Republican convention.

On the tariff Ohio is a stand-pat State.
! The late Senator HANNA was the chief
| of the stand-patters, and the organiza-

dominant in the party. It is unlikely
that any general or radical changes in
the Dingley law will bte demanded or
suggested by the Ohio statesmen, Tariff
revision by protection’s friends is about
as far as the convention will want to go,
unless Mr. TAFT obtains the insertion
of a plank to help promote free trade
with the Philippine Islands.

The question of Government regulation
of reilroad rates must be faced by the
convention. President ROOSEVELT made
it a political issie iy his massage to Con-
gress. Io his opinion the voters are
eager for an extension of the Federal
authority over this department of in-
dustry, and the utterances of the vagious
| State' conventions—of which Ohio's will

will show to a certain extent how pearly
correct his judgment is. The internal
politics of the State complicates the
question to a degree, for neither Senator
{ FORAKER nor Senator DICK desires to
| incur the displeasure of the President
| while their struggle for supremacy is in
]
|
]

progress,
With two possibilities for the nomina-

' tion for the Presidency among them, a
brand new political problem to work out,

1 gnd two cpposing factions of their party
| seeking constantly for the advantage,
the Republicans of Ohio will have an in-
teresting convention, to whose delibera-
tions the whole country will pay the com-
' pliment of close atteation.
however, that the Hon. CHARLES HENRY
Dick does not fit the large square shoes
of the Hon. MARCUS A. HANNA with any

deal when he attempts to walk in them.

} The Season of Religious Anniversa-
ries.

This is the szason of the anniversa-
ries of great religious organizations for
Christian propagandism. Indays gone by

| these “May anniversaries”™ were a chief
{ feature of interest, but now they pass
| witheut attracting attention outside of
the relatively smeall number of people
| now directly engaged in the various
| religious movements

| For example, the eighty-ninth annual
meeting of the American Bible Society
took place in New York last Thursday
and was only casually referred to in the
newspaperJyeporta; vet in many respects
this is the greatest of all the Protestant
agencies of evangellsm. It sent out
last vear nearly two millions of Bibles
or parts of the Scriptures, and since its
fsundation their number has bezn more
than seventy-six millions. The evening
bel{ore, however, at the Fpiscopal Church
Congress, in session in Brooklym, three
of the four clergymen who took part in
a discussion of the Bible were ocutspoken
in their criticism of thae Secriptures, in
rejecting their infallibility, in treating
them as practically human documents
merely, and a large audience listened
with profound interest. The other side
is to be presented to-morrow at a meet=
ing of the American Bibla League, to be
Leld in a Fifth avenue church; but the
very fart that it has become necessary
to organize a league for the defense of
the Bible as final supernatural authority
is of portentous significance.

On Thursday the Presbyterian General

i Assembly will open its one hundred and
| poventeenth meeting at Winona Lake
{n Indiana. This is the supreme eoclesi-
astical court of Presbyterianism, and
| formerly its gatherings were of national
interest. In the period when the case
of Dr. BR1GGS. the heretic of the “higher
criticism® of the Bible, was under dis-
cussion, and afterward the question of
| revising the Westminster Confession,
| the standard of religioys faith of prac-
tically all the so-called ‘evangelical®
denominations, its sessions aroused the
attention of the whole of the Protestant
world. Now a meeting of the General
Assembly has relatively small impor-
| tance. Even in the Church for which it
is to legislate it is not much talked about,
though questions which would once have
aroused violent controversy will come
up for discussion and decision. The
whole quastion of the revision of the
Confession will be reopened. One of

azks that the ancient standard be set
aside wholly as antiquated and cruel in
{ts terribly logical statement of Calvin-
istic doctrine, and a loose and very gen-
eral *brief statement,” adopted two years
ago as an explanation, but not a creed,
be eubstitated for it.

Another matter which will come to
the front will be the color line. It will
| come up incidentally to the discussion of
‘union with the branch of the Presby-

terian family known as the Cumberland
] Presbyterian Church, a Southern or-

ganization more especially. MMJ

the most prominent of the presbyteries |
| bi= politics, who

tion of which he was the head is still |

be the most important—on the subject |

It is a fact, |

| able on demand. The bank began opera-

| unit, has been introduced. The new bank

1

!

| office.

| u;apru ility an elective serm ug judicial
omoee
Nrw York, May 18. Vites.

with the Northern Presbyterian bodyf
whose General Assembly meets at Wi- §
nona Lake on Thursday is favored as a |
step toward the complete effacement of |
the present abnormal sectione! line be-

tween Presbyterians of the North and of |
the South. But how about the colored |
brother? The scheme of union with the |
Cumberland division provides for the
organization of separate presbyteries
for the negroes. It is a sore point for

but the Southern branches insist on it,
as a matter of course, and so strongly |
that relatively their desire for the pro-
posed union is lukewarm. It is the
great bar generally to religious unity
between North and South. Can the

Cuaristianity, which knows no distinction
of races, but only immortal smmls? There
is the stumbling block.

It seems likely, however, that the plan
of union with the Cumberland Presby-
terians will go through the General As- |
sembly so strong is the Northern genti-
ment, expressed, for example, by the
New York Presbytery in an overture,
“favoring the union and reunion of all
the members of the Presbyterian family®
as a “goal to be hoped for, prayed for
and labored for.”

As we have remarked, however, not
even knowledge that questions 80 pivotal
in doctrine and practise are to come up
for decision arouses very much interest
in the coming General Assembly.

Speaking of the traffic in 1003 of the three |
ocean stegmship lines receiving subsidies |
from the German Qovernment, United |
States Consul-General GUENTHER of Frank- |
fort, Germany, says they carried and earned |
as follows:

{
Passengers. Cargo. '

East Asiatic Une, ...ouiive. 10198 $356,844.000 |
Australian Une e 12,79 25,490,000 |
East African 110, .ei00ie.. 16,105 15.411.000 ;
Totals.. .. 120 97551000 |

The values of the precious metals and !
bullion carried are not included. The |
Consul-General further saya:

“ The bulk of the merchandise carried outward
was German, and the freights on the home trips ‘
were 10 a larg: part destined for G¢ermany.”

How many years longer before a foreign '
Consul, resident in the United States, wiil
be able to make a similar report regard- |
ing American ocegn steamship lines doing
business for all the world?

The elaven yachtsmen who have entered
their boats in the race across the Atlantic
for the German FEmperor's prizes have |
shown that they are sportemen in the strict- |
est sense of the word. It has cost from
$20,000 to $40,000 to fit out each boat, the |
expense varyving according to the size. |
They will brave the dangers of the Atlantio |
and battle for days and nights to capture |
a cup worth $5000. There will be just as }
much glory for the losing boat as for the |
winner, after such a contest. Yagchting is
a sport indulged in for sport’s sake and not |
for gambling. i

)

Not only did Denmark refuse to sell us
the Danish West Indies, but she is moving |
toward tbe development of those islands, |
For this purpose the National Bank of the |
Danish Wesat Indiss has just been established |
by royal charter. The capital of the bank |
ia $965,000, of which one-fourth has been
paid in. For the remaining three-fourths
debentures have been issued by the share-
holders—the four principal banks of Copen-
hagen. The dabentures, deposited with
the Danish Ministry of Finance, are pay-

tions Jan. 1 last. The bead office is at St.
Thomas, with two branches on the island
of St. Croix. A mew currency, based upon
the gold stgndard, with the frapc as the

has obtained the sole right to issue bank
notes, payable in the islands and at Copen-
bagen in gold at par.

In Massachus+tts Democrats conirol the Siate
government. — N ew York Triduns

The Democratic General (Court and the
Democratic Governor's Council have exiled
HENRY CABOT LODOE, repudiated the Golden
Codfish, and closed Harvard University.
Governor DOTGLAS 18 working in perfect
harmony with Mavor CoLLINS of Boston,
whose machine adberepts are particularly
pleased with the Governor's selections for
No such Democratic control of the
0ld Bay State’s government has ever been
experienced in the Commonwealth before.

THE LAW'S DELAYS
Oppertunity for Legislative Relief at the
Extra Session.

Totas Epitor or THR STN—Sir: ‘Both the
Chamber of Commerce and the Merchaats'
Association wera unanirgousiy behind the pro-
posad so-called Law's Delay bills, which
failed of passage n the Legislature of 1475
Some of the influences which killed these bills
have been commented on in TRE Sux., The
fact remains that whether it prove to be good
politics or bad politicg, there is an opportu-
nity for retrieving the lost ground and of yet
afording to the New York commercial inter-
ests the relief which these bills are designad
to cford, by causing them to be included in
the matters to be passed upon by the Legis-
lature whea convened in special session to
take up the Hooker case.

1t is politically most unwise for the Repub-
lioan party to allow even a suspicion to arise
that any guestion of the political complexion
of the poasible appointees operatad to prevent
the passage of these bills. It is current gosaip
that the Appellate Division may be so changed
in its membership after the first of January
a8 to warrant the expectation that if the ap-
ggxmm-.-atn be made after that date they will

more acceptable to the party now iu cou-
trol. This idea, it seems to me, {s unwarranted.
The measuresareof spuch far-reachir ¢ import-
ance that the Judges constituting that Court,
LOW OF Neit Year, can have no other purpose
in mind than 1 select persons by whom the
plan will have a consciéntious and thorough
trial, and that they will select men who will !
be competent 10 accomplish this end with-
out regard to their politics or any consid-
eratior s other than those of profess:ocal expe-
rience and ability.

On the other hand Tammany Hall, whose
votas defeated the megsures inthe Assembly,
made & grave mistake {n not SUpPpPQrtinLg
these measures. and so demonstrating to the |
New York public that ft was determined to
saciire this great reform for the city.

A measure of this kind is not one that ought !

to be nisde a party measure Nevertheless
it wae, from the point of view of the gameof |
politics, an errar of judgment on th { !

e o
our city leaders that they did not l&u;‘hl(
this be done. The gdmiristration of justice

and the selection of those elected to admints-
ter justice sbovid be pur upon a non-par-
tizan ground ir. matters of this sort, as much

as is the renomigation of a man, w
served with ability and

anu. ﬂ

| exercise an upfortunate influence,

| effect of Article IV., which declares “that

PLATT AMENDMENT TANGLES.

WasHINGTON, May 15.—The framers of
the Platt Amendment had no other purpose
in drafting that famous instrument than
that of a eareful protection of both Cuban
and American interests. Yet in its opera-
tion some of the clauses of the mmur;
an
create conditions not foreseen at the time
of ita formulation. :

This is notably the case in regard to the

all of the acta of the United States in Cuba
during its military oocupation thereof are
ratified and validated, and all lawful rights
acquired thereunder shall be maintained
and protected. *

The force of this provision rests on an
assumption that all of the acts of the official

representatives of the United States in
Cuba were wise in their nature and lawful ‘
in their construction. From time to time |
questions arise out of those acts which
operate to Cuba's serious disadvantage, |
and in the consideration and determination |
of which Cuba's bands are tied by the furth
article of the Amendment.

Prominent among these may be cited the |
infamous system of the game of Jai Alai, {

which the present President of the Cuban |
Senate denounced as a *social cancer,” and
which is generally recognized as an offense
and a danger to the community. Efforts to
establish the inatitution in this country
have failed because American authorities
would not tolerate it. Yet Gen. Wood per-
mitted its establishment in Cuba, in viola-
tion of the Foraker law, and Cuba's efforts
to rid berself of the evil have been defeated
by the ciaim that a property right had been
acquired under an American act, and that
the right was secured by the Platt Amend-
ment.

A considerable list of similar instanoes,
important and trivial, might be presented.
Two have made their appearance within
the last few days. One led to a communica-
tion from Washington to Cuba in reference
to the sewering and paving of the city of
Havana. This was not sent because the
State Department felt that an up to date
sewer system was imperative for the pres-
ervation of the health of the Cubans directly,

and indirectly for the protection of our |

Gulf cities against the ravages of yeilow
fever. With the sole exoeption of one doubt-
ful case, there has been no fever in Cuba
for four yvears, and any recurrenoce of the
disease as an epidemic there i3 exceedingly

| improbable.

The call upon Cuba tn proceed with the

| work of eanitation, which might have been

but was not inaugurated by Gen. Wood,
is undoubtedly iustigated ‘by a group of
operators who hold a contract awarded
them by Gen. Wooi It is assumed that
this contract constitutes a “lawful right
acquired” under an American act, and is
therefore secured to the contractors by the
provisions of the Platt Amendment. It
may have been lawfully acquired, but those
who were in contact with the proceedings of

{ the vear 1901 will readily recall the scandals
| which were current in connection with the

sewering and paving contract. Those who
are familiar with the Spanish law of con-
tracta will wonder how a municipal contract
involving $10,500,000 was lawfully adver-
tised and awarded before provisian was
made for ita payment.

The first act of the Government of Inter-
vention in Cuba established the laws pre-
vailing prior to the relinquishment of Span-
iah soverelgnty, subject to such modifica-
tions and changes as might be found neces-
sary i{n the interest of good government.
Were there no Platt Amendment, Cuba
wauld long since ha ve rid herse!f of the per-
picious Jai Alai which ruins Cubans and
blots the city with an institution which
Naw York has rejected, although it may be
highly entertaining to American visitors. A
recent private letter from Vavana says
that if the game and ita attendant gambling
are not run on straighter lines the publio
may rise up and tear it to pieces. But the
owners would be protectad by the Platt
Amendment as the holdersof a“law{ul right
acquired " under the act of Gen. Wood. Were
there no Platt Amendment, there would
certainly be a careful review, by Cuban au-
thority, of the steps and processes which
led up to the award of the sewering and
paving contract held by those who seek to
carry it out under the wings of that instru-
ment.

The latest case to epnear comes in the
form of a complaint by an American com-
pany which established an expreas businees
in the island and between the United States
and Cuba. The company was organized by
the Hon. Edward C. O'Brien, recently ap-
pointed as Minister to Uruguay. Political
infuence enabled this distinguished gentle-
man to obtain certain conveniences. One
of these was the right to axpedite business
by withdrawing goods in bond from the
Cuban custom se. Theoretically, this
gave the compafty®a lawful right acquired
under an American act. A recent ruling
of the insular Collector of Customs revokes
the privilege, and the company rushes to
the sheltar of the all protecting Platt Amend-
ment.

No attack is here intended on that instru-
ment. Whether it was right, as claimed by
many, or wrong, a8 declarad by others, it
stande as a fact, & law in two nations. But
the point is raised whether in all justice
there shouid not be some review of ‘the
acts of the United States in Cuba during its
military occupation thereof,” for the de-
termination, in general, of the proper acope
of the instrument. In the operation of a
Jaw for the oconservation of ingdividual
rights there should be no place for the
perpetuation of national wrongs. Nor is
the Platt Amendment properly used when

! it interferes with Cuba's exercise of power

to control and regulate the routine proc-
egses of republican governnient. It was
not so intended, and should not be so im-

So long as the work is done, and ade-
quately done, the city of Havana, and not
Gen. Wood, ghould say by whom and in
whuat manner her streets shall be sewered
and paved. Cuba, and not the United States,
should determine the rules and regulations
of her custom houses. Her church prop-
erty question was not rightly for American
determination, and the Platt Amendment
is wrongly applied when it saddles upon her
such an imstitution as the Jai Alai ir-
revocably.

There have already been proposgls in
Cuba's Congress for a review of some aof
the acts of the Unitad States, and sooner
or later an issue wili arise which will make
such a review necesusary, in American as
well a5 in Cuiban intergst. Fairmeas and
justice to oth would suggest the desira-
bility of a Cuban-Ameérican commission for
tha determination of the socope of Article
IV. of tbe Platt Amendment. In a fort-
night at most such a commission should
evolve a principle of action, and formmlate

a rule of Onban provedure which
serve to avert international fricd'ggu e

From the Chepenne Sun.

An Ip€lan chlef, iz an unimpassioned effort to
tol! somethipe of Indian pecullaritics, sadd: “In
M.a-s smoker. Smokin' great Lelp to lazn-
Bess.

The Case Reversed.
First NMsh—Imn't Troutiey sometling of a ilar?
Oecon Fish—Yes: Be Las been boasticg that o
,mw)—lumwn-u

| as the real estate, with the improvementa

| park which I gnpooe to sell, T have assumed

—M‘}'

—

A REMARKABLE SUGGESTION.

A Grard Parkway Through the Center of |
Manhattan at the Cost of Ceatral Park,
To TuE Epiton o¥ THE SUN -Sir: | have

been interested in your discussion of the

proposed changes in Central Park and in Mr

R. B. Roosevelt's letter, published this morn- |

ing. He well says. “There are people whose

minds do not run above the cry of keeping |

the park precisely as it is, as if it were some- l

thing sacred.” *“They forget that the park

was made for the people, and not the people
for the park; that times have changed and
will change still more, as the city is growing
faster than ever before.” You nay. “The
lesson of all this is that Central Park, de-
scribed by Mr. Roosevelt contemptuously
as & wilderness slapped down in the middle
of the city, cutting off the East Side from the

West 8ide, will become more and more a neces-

gity to the crowded inhabitants of Manhat-

tan as s breathing space and an abode of
natural beauty.”

It seemd to me this is a matter upon which |
there may well be a differengp of opinion.
1, for one, think you are wrong f conderuning
Mr. Roosevelt. It is irue the area of the park |
is needed as a breathing place for the crowded |
inhabitants of Mauhattan, and that as time |
goes on it will be needed ruore and more. |
It is true that it= area ought to be increased
rather than dimicishead. But 1 maintain that
this aresa might be juuch better disposed |
than at present, that it wmight be disposed
in a way 10 overcome the perfectly reason-
able criticisrus of Mr. Koosevelt and at the
same time enbance thie benefits which it af-
fords to the people, and that this might be
dong at comparatively little expense,

1s it pot undoubtediy true that if the city
were to be laid out de rnoio no competent
person would dream of cutting out the two
central avenues on this narrow island, or of
separating the East and West sides by a prac-
tically impassablc barrier? And {3 it not
also true that a grand centra! avenue such as
the shape of the island demands would form
the principal feature of any reasonable plan
for Manhattan’

In the August number of Scribner's Maga-
nne I sug ed tha! the east aud west sides
of Central Park be soid and the proceeds
applied to the purchase of a strip extending
from Christopher atreet to the Harlem River,
between Bixth and Seventh avenues, as a
great central parkway, and that the lower
and of this parkway be openad up to Broad-
way by the extonding and widening of Varick,
street. his suggeation at the time it was
published was commanted on generglly as &

ild dream of extravagance, utteriy {inprac-
ticable, and not worthy of & moment's con-
gideration. Many admitted that if there
be & grand parkway on the order of the
Champs Elysées, such as 1 proposed, one
thousand {eet wide and ten mil-c long, through
the center of the city, it would be a most de- |
sirable thing to bave, but that its cost would
be prohibitive. One paper raid I bad pru-
dently peglected to give figures. I thought
that the unimproved land of the east and
weet sides of the par): or all that part of it |
wot lyling between the , =nlougation of Sixth |
ard Seventh avenues, wouid be worth as much

thereon, Iyving between Sixth and Seventh
avenues from 110th street north to the Har-
lem River, $nd from Fifty-u.oth street south
to C opher street.

1 have tgken the trouble to add up tha as- }
sesaad wvaluation of the region affacted, as
published in the Cify Record 1 find that the
ascessed value of all the real estate, with im-
provemsnts thereon, lying between Sixth
and Sevepth avenues from the park north
to tha Hdarlem River (s $38 054 0x), and thar
the value of all the real estate, with improve.
ments thereon, lying between Sixth and Sev-
enth svenuea from the park south to Chris- |
thrhﬁr street 13 §170,254.70—making the
total value of that part of the strip bl:tl’eﬁn
the city

Sixth and Beventh avennpes <

does not already own §229,188,700,
To arrive at an estimate of the value of the

unimproved regi estats within the area of the

tween Fifty-pinth strest and
110th street. Fifth avenue and the line of
Sixth avenue, would ba worth as much as the
land without iinprovements within an equal
area to the aast of the park, or between Fifty-
ninth street and 110th street, Park and Fifth
avenues  Also that the land F{'tvmn Fifty-
ninth straet and 11th stroet, .1ﬁx‘th avenue
aud tha line of Sevent d worth as
much as the land thout improvementsa
within an equal area to the west of the park,
or between Fifty-nifith street, 110th street,
Fighth and Ninth avenues. Upon this basis
T find the valus of the park lands to be £24s.-
426,909, or rm.nil.no more than the ass.ssed
value of al] the area which I prepose to take,
fncluding the buildings thereon,

Whils thess figures may not be conclusiva,
they show that tha change which I propose
could be made at practicelly little expense
when its magnitide ia conside,

AS to the bapefit of the changa, I do not see
how there can be any difference of opinion,
The park lands would not be reduced in area;
neither would the habitable area of the towmn.
Besidas the grand avenua that | propose, the
two central aventies wouid be carriad throngh,
of any desirad --idth, The East and West
sides of the cit)” would no longer be incon-
venlantiv senarated, and a vast area for the
best %ind of private residences openad up,
The park lands would be extandad througn-
out practically tha entire residential length
of the island, =0 that all the population could
enjoy them

The whale lowar West Ride_would be bene-
fited bevond computation. The great streams
of tra®c which now follow Broadway and
the Bowery would have a new, greater and
more ceuntral nrel {rom the Post Office
ehrough an eularged Varick street to the
lower end of the parkway

New York, from being porhape the ogliest
and worst arranged of all the great cities
might bacom» one of the most beautiful and
best arranged

Jot one Lragine a parkway of the kind I
sugeest (all *0 mind tha Champs Elraces
of Parie magrifead fourfold. Think of this
svenue and parkw=av ten miles long anc a
tuousand faet wide (200 feet wider than the

roposad Mall at Washington and more than
gre timee (s length' with i1ts ten mile stretch

that the Jand

of Jawn and trees,  Imagine how it might be
embellished with statuary, arches, fonntains,
&0 tto Central Park, with its mani-

and chloose

fost 1 dvantages,

which two plans i3 preferable, and

which ielikely to be tha he st for the future,
NEw Yong, Mar 15 ErNEST FLAGO.

Expert Condemnation of High Checking.

To THR EprToR OF TRE SUN—Sir:  Allow me to
sapport most beartly Mr, Willams's letter In your
Sunday edition regardiog the abuse of check relns.
Sueh things would not be possible if those of us
whno use horses could realiss the torture of having
1he hesd beld in & position which nature never in-
tended, and wh! rt does not require,

It is on this ground that the bearing rein is con-
demned In the exceedingly able article on borses,
unguestionahiy written Dy Do mean expert, in the
Encyciopedia Britacalca. The abuse is condemned,
with some quallfications. in the Badminton book
on “Ri!ng and Driving.”

1 ap; Incllosd 10 taink Abough on this point we
canpot dogmatizel that even a moderately tight
check rein can lafiet considerable paln in head and |
peack If Xept 1o use for too long without intervals of
rellef  Are Americans more unfeellng or more
timorous tLaa otier men' We do pot, ] tilnk,
regard Scotehmen as particulsrly rash or daring,
but | have ohbeerved that whercas the check rein
1s 1ne rue here. !t ls tae exception iz Scotlaad.
Dber rare to see one there, and ladice, even
not sccompsaled by grooms, drive formi-
dable Jooking borses withoul check reins—s much
mors convineing proot of siill than the artificlal
mastery by chieck reios 80 cantinually seen ia Cene
tral Park B,

NEw Yonrg, Mar 18

]

Rojestvensky'’s Game.

HONSTONG, M3y 13.—Saventeen warshins were
gighted towelve mies off the Turee Elngs oo Wednes-
day eveping ~CaoXe despatch,

Quoth bold Adoiral Rolestvensky,
“Prigto! Here we are agaimsky!
Bst FOU ca2' Fuess wiere we've beensiy,
And Do m0re can |, for ore;
But twhers’'s one pisce wiat | knowsky
Where we centalnly did gusky,
And ['m sure ¢hat It is sosky,
For I saw Il In Tam SUX,

“With our clgarettes and booresky,
lied we through the vasty oozesky.
Tl we 41dm’t know wbhat fhe deucesyy

Were our longituds and lat;
ut bot o all the swashsky
And the damp, unpicaghnt washsky
D16 we §nud & spot, by goshsky
Waere the Japanese were at!

“And d'¢ Admiral Nicbogato?
Sall 0 any place you thought of?
If be did you make the fot 3
And you'rs way ahead of me:
But through currents, tides and weather
Came we Loally logether,
And we really don't know whether
Thert ar= Japs in (hls bere sea.

“Pug I there ars Japancsesky
(They sbould epell it with & socesesky)
In \hie Indo-China soasky,

We wili surely take the pot; 1
Por we have la sight Turee Kingsky. |
To draw 0 Just the tb'agsky.

And we'll beat them out, by jingyky, i

Toough we pever fire 4 sups!~

| LoMion,

! districts than in the Jar

| or Cambridge.

lcxnn-moums.

7 PARSON WILLING TO BE JAILED,.

The Rev. F. B. Meyer vif London Talks of
the Education Aet,

The Rev, F. B. Meyer, one of the best
known Nonconformist clergymen in Eng-
land, and pastor of Christ Baptiat chape],
told the Methodist preachers
something yesterday about the workings

| of the Education ac¢t in Fagland. The

occasion was a special meeting in the Me:t-
ropolitan Temple, Seventh avenue rear
Fourteenth street,

“We are just now rejoicing.” said Mr.
Meyer, “in a great weight of persecution.
Rejoicing. I say, and I mean it. It would
be a fine thing for your churches over here
if they could undergo what ,we have un-
dergone. We are growing under it, thank
God, as Israel grew under the Egyptian
yoke. Egypt in the case of the Education
movement is represented by the conserva-
tive element in English politics.

“Do not forget that you are being ad-
dressed by a prospective convict. I may be
time thrust into prison within a very short
after my return to London. But I will be
so thrust, and I will remain in jail 8o long
as it be necessary rather than contributa
one nickel, as you would say, toward

riestly teaching in theelementary schools.

Ap&la\m‘l .

“With the expectation that I may soon
be impriscned for non-payment of my
Education rates I am learning how to use
a scrub brush and how to brighten tirs
The fight against the intolerable yoke of
priesthood rages even fiercer in the country
r towns. It tak~s
a real man, a converted man, to atand up
against the persecution in the rural dis-
tricts.”

Even RoYerts, the Welsh evangelist, Mr.
Meyer said, is “a pure, holy soul.” Ha
is riot at all deserving of the criticiam that
ha‘.d been showered upen him, the speaker
said.

“We need more conviction in our con-
verts,” the gpeaker concluded. “I some-
times think we are letting them into the
Kingdom of Heaven too easy. Some mors
tal agony is necessary. Soulsarenot going
to be born without some travail.”

WILL OF MRS. EDWARD KING.

Sum of $100,000 for s Chapel at Cathedral
of St. John the Divine—Other Bequesta.
NEwporT, R. I, May 15.—The will of Mrs.

Edward King of New York, who died in

that city ten days ago, was offerad for

probate this morning. The Cathedral of

St. Jobn the Divine, New York, receives

$5,000, and there is provision for a bequest

of $100,000 for a chapel {n connection with
the church in memory of her daughter,

Mary LeRoy King, if not built during ber

lifetime. The sum of $2,000 is left to the

Board of Missions of the Protestant Episco=

pal Chrurch of the United States, and $2,000

| to the Society for the Propagation of the

Gospel in Forelgn Parts, of London. Other
bequesta are $2,000 to Trinity Church,
Newport; $1,000 to Emmanuel Ctureh
Newport; 81,00 to Berkeley Memori
Chapel of Middletown, R. L., and $1,000 to
Redwood Library, Newport.

A fund of $50,000 is establiched for the
education of her dchiidren at Oxford
e residue of the estate
is divided into _three parts, one to go to
ber son George Gordon King, another to her
daughter, Mrs. Louis B. McCagg and the
other to her daughter-in-law, Mrs. Edith
Rhinelander King, and her children; she
adso receives the sum of $100,000.

JORAN PAUL JONES'S REMAINS,

The ‘Trapsfer From Paris to an American
Warshiip Not to Be Made on July 4.
WASHINGTON, May 17.—At the sugges.

tions of officers of the Navy Department

Acting Secretary of State Loomis will

cable Ambassador Porter at Paris that the

ceremonies attending the transfer of the re-
mains of John Paul Jones from Paris to an

American warship will take place during

the week of July 4, instead of on that day,

as was orginally planned. It has beea

pointed out that July 4 in the navy is a

day of celebration, when festivities are in.

dulged in and when salutes to the Amer-

{can flag are fired by every {oreign vessel.
The Navy Department thinks that soma

other day tban July 4 will be much more

appropriate for the eolemn occasion, and
the change will be made accordingly. Gen.

Porter desired that the warships sent in

time to get the body back to New York on

July 4, but this js impossible. The remains

will te taken direct to Annapolis and be

placed in a vault thére until the new me-
morial charel is completad, when they- will

Ve transferred to that building.

CHANDLER SEESTHE PRESIDENT,

Called to Assure Him of Support Should He
Be Nominated by the Demoecrats.

WASHINGTGN, Mar 1S.—Former Senatop
Willlam E. Chandler of New Hampshire,
who recently bad a good deal of fun in his
facetious correepondence with leading can-
didates for the Presidency, called on Presi-
dent Roosevelt to-day. After coming from
the White House Mr. Chandler said he hed
called to assure the President that he would
have his hearty support three years from
now in casze he should be mominated by
the Democrats.

*But I found both Foraker and Shaw
with the President,” he continued, *and 1
could not efford to displease them by prom-
ising Mr. Roosevelt my bhacxing. wil
wait until they are not around.
think it will do for Vice-Pres:

| banks to know how often Shaw a.:'i“!:onke.r

g0 to see the President.”
TO G. WASHINGTON,

Bouquet of Lilies Sent Down to “That Man
Outside” the Sub-Treasury,

Wall Street folks stopped and looked
yesterday at a bunch of St. Joseph lijes
with a tiny American flag n the oenter
lying at the foot of the Washington status
at the Sub-Treasury. Attached to the
boujuet was an ordinary baggage tag,
on which was written

“To G. Washington.”

Ou the tag aleo was the name of 3 Colum-
bus avenue florist. At his store it was
said that a man who didn't leave bis nams
had o:d:red the liie: sent down TlL=
doormean of the Sub-Treasury says a bov
came to him early yesterday moming
and asked:

“Is that man outside Mr. Washingtop®*

COULDN'T GET A BEAR SKIN.

The Presidsnt Tells Representative Babeaok
There Aren't Enough to Go Aroand.

WasHINGTON, May 15 —Representativo

Babcock of Wisconsin called at tha Wnie

| House this morning.

‘1 asked the President to give me one of
those bear skins.® said Mr. Babeoow, *oo
he said he had had such a ereat nimi
requests for them thas there wore
to goaround. So he wouldn't @v

r. Babcock is about to join th
memteers of the joint Senate and
ocommittee appointed to attend toe
of the Lewis agd Clark Exp».tion a
kand, Oregon. The party has de

o west over the Canadian Pamfc twaonis

ortland by way of Vancouver ana Seatiis

PANAMA RAILWAY MEETING.
The Board of Directors Will Seaet In Thls

City To-day.
WasHINGTON, May 15.—The board of
directors of the Panama Railwuy Company

will meet in New York to-mormw an
probably reach ssme definile ou
roncerming the rates woich will te o
for transportation of freight acmoss
Isthmus. Toe question bus Leon the s
ject of much dscussion and nvesiiganon

Tne retes, which have beca exows-
sive, will be reciuced

Gov. and Chie! Fngineer Wal-
lace will sall on Wednesday for the Isthmus.
It is possible that Chairman Shootsywill go
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